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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
102-1364 28 May 1992 Washington, DC
MEMORIAL DAY The Chinese have their Festival of Tombs, the Japanese
have their Feast o£ Lanterns, and in Christian countries, Roman Catholics
and Episcopalians pray for the departed on All Souls' Day.
In the United States the armed services' dead have been honored on
what we now call Memorial Day. Decoration Day, as it was once known,
dates back to the caring for and decoration of the graves of the Confederate
dead fo llowing the Civil War. These observances sprang up in many places
at about the same time, and therefore cannot be credited to one particular
location or time.
By 1866, observances began or continued taking place in Columbus,
Georgia, Carbondale, Illinois, and Petersburg, Virginia. One event in
Columbus, Mississippi, included a procession to the cemetery where a group
of ladies conducted a memorial address and prayer, followed by the
decoration of the graves with flowers. The following day, April 26, 1866,
The MISSISSIPPI INDEX c ollDDen ted , "We were glad to see that no distinction
was made between our own dead and about forty Federal soldiers. who slept
their last sleep by them. It proved the exalted, unselfish tone of the
female character. Confederate and Federal, once enemies, now friends
receiving this tribute of respect."
Carbondale, Illinois lays claim to the honor of having begun the
movement that led to the national celebration of Memorial Day, because
on April 29, 1866, the inhabitants of that town conducted an all-day
observance, including a parade, a barbecue, several speeches, a prayer,
and the decorating of the graves of some 20 Union soldiers. The principal
speaker on that day was General John A Logan, who two years later on May
5, 1868, as first Commander-in-Cheif of the Grand Army of the Republic,
issued the general order providing for the nationwide observance of
Decoration Day on May 30th. It seems this date was chosen, not because
of a significant anniversary, but in hopes that allover the country there
might be flowers in bloom that could be used in decorating the graves.
Many events have passed since those first observances including two
world wars, Korea, Vietnam, and more recently the Persian Gulf. It
is our moral obligation to remember all those who died in battles for
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freedom, justice, and human rights. It is just as much our obligation
to learn their lessons in order that we may come closer to our goal of
global peace.
4t 4t 4t 4t
BORDER INFRASTRUC']JJRE - At a recent meeting in Washington of the Border
Trade Alliance and the Mexico-Texas Bridge Owners Association, I announced
my intentions to sponsor a meeting of interested parties to discuss border
infrastructure needs. I have called on Texas business and agriculture
groups to develop a consensus priority list of projects needed to expand
and improve the capacity and number of crossing points along the US-Mexico
border.
A North American Free Trade Agreement on paper won f t mean much if
our border crossing points are not ready to handle the traffic. Current
facilities are already being stretched to their limit and it's interfering
with the fluid movement of commerce on both sides of the border. It's
vital that we begin working to determine our short-term and long-term
infrastructure needs.
The lack of communication is also causing some problems between US
and Mexican border inspection facilities resulting in traffic bottlenecks.
To alleviate this, I have urged the Customs Service to work with its Mexican
counterpart to standardize operating procedures at border crossing points,
and perhaps even making this a part of the free trade agreement.
BEGIIl!lING FAllMEIlS Legislation to earmark Farmers Home Administration
(FmHA) lending authority for beginning farmers and ranchers was approved
Thursday by the House Agriculture Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit,
and Rural Development. H R 4906, the Credit Improvement Act of 1992,
uses existing resources within FmHA and will enable us to extend
opportunities for a new generation of farmers while recognizing our federal
budget constr3ints.
Among other things, the Act would help beginning farmers and ranchers
purchase equipment, seed, livestock, and other inputs. Funding is also
earmarked within the agency I s direct farm ownership loan program for a
new down payment program for the purchase of farmland. Additionally,
the Act would establish a new procedural framework for FmHA lending
including a IS-year limit on the length of time an individual can
participate in any combination of FmHA direct and/or guaranteed farm
operating loan programs.
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